DOCUMENT RESUME 



ED 428 281 



CE 078 341 



TITLE 

INSTITUTION 

REPORT NO 
PUB DATE 
NOTE 
PUB TYPE 
EDRS PRICE 
DESCRIPTORS 



IDENTIFIERS 



Community Service Participation of Students in Grades 6-12. 
Indicator of the Month. 

National Center for Education Statistics (ED) , Washington, 
DC. 

NCES-1999-007 

1999-04-00 

4p.; Extracted from ’’The Condition of Education, 1998." 
Numerical/Quantitative Data (110) 

MFOl/PCOl Plus Postage . 

♦Education Work Relationship; *Educational Trends; 
♦Enrollment Trends; Intermediate Grades; Predictor 
Variables ; Secondary Education; ♦Service Learning; Student 
Characteristics ; Student Participation; Trend Analysis ; 
♦Vocational Education 
♦Community Service 



ABSTRACT 



In 1996, 49% of students in grades 6-12 participated in 
community service: 26% participated in community service on a regular basis, 
and 23% participated once or twice during the school year. Students in grades 
6-12 were more likely to participate in community service if an adult in 
their household also did so: 32% of students living in a household with an 
adult participant in community service participated themselves compared to 
only 19% living in a household with no adult participating. Students who were 
involved in student government, other school activities, nonschool 
activities, or paid employment were more likely to participate in community 
service than were students who were not involved in any of these activities. 
Rates of student participation in community service were highest in schools 
that did not just require community service but also arranged it. 
Participation rates in schools that both required and arranged community 
service were similar to the rates in schools that arranged community service 
but did not require it. Parents' highest education level was also related to 
students' participation in community service. (MN) 
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April 1999 



NATIONAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS 

Community service participation 
of students in grades 6-1 2 



One objective of the Notional Education Goals Is that all students be Involved In activities that promote and 
demonstrate good citizenship and community service. Participating In community service may reduce the feeling 
of alienation from society that adolesoents often experience and may have a positive effect on students' grades 
and school attendance. Student participation In sen/lce activities also benefits the community by providing scarce 
resources for various service projects. Data on student participation In community service activities may help 
school administrators assess their current community service requirements and help them find ways to Integrate 
community service activities Into the curriculum. 

■ In 1996, about half (49 percent) of students in 
grades 6-12 participated in community service: 

26 percent participated on a regular basis, and 23 
percent participated once or twice during the 
school year. 

■ Students in grades 6-12 were more likely to par- 
ticipate in community service if an adult in the 
household also did so. For example, 32 percent of 
students who lived in a household with an adult 
who participated in community service partici- 
pated regularly, compared to 19 percent of 
students in a household with an adult who did 
not participate. 



■ Students who were involved in student govern- 
ment, other school activities, non-school activities, 
or who worked for pay were more likely to par- 
ticipate in community service than students who 
were not involved in these activities. 

■ Student participation rates in schools that only ar- 
ranged community service were higher than 
student participation rates in schools that only 
required community service. Participation rates 
in schools that both required and arranged com- 
munity service were similar to the rates in schools 
that only arranged community service. 



Percentage of students in grades 6-1 2 who participated or planned to participate in community service, 
by selected student characteristics: 1 996 



Plan to do 



Student characteristics 


Participated in community service^ Will participate 

Regular One or two before the end 

Total participation times of the school year^ 


community 
service 
next year 


Total 


49.1 


25.6 


23.4 


31.1 


80.5 


Grade ievei 












6-8 


47.4 


23.0 


24.4 


34.1 


84.4 


9-10 


45.4 


23.6 


21.8 


34.5 


82.9 


11-12 


56.1 


32.4 


23.7 


22.3 


71.1 


Parents' highest education level 












.Less than high school diploma 


33.8 


15.4 


18.4 


43.5 


78.8 


High school diploma or GED 


42.1 


22.3 


19.8 


35.5 . 


76.5 


Some college/vocational/technical 


48.4 


25.4 


23.0 


30.5 


79.4 


Bachelor's degree 


58.0 


29.2 


28.7 


25.7 


83.5 


Graduate/professional school 


64.3 


35.2 


29.1 


21.6 


88.2 


Any adult In the household who performs community service 








Yes 


57.5 


31.7 


25.8 


28.4 


86.4 


No 


39.4 


18.7 


20.8 


34.2 


73.7 



Data were collected from January 2. 1996 throug^i Aprt 13. 1996. Any 
student wtx) reported participating In at least one activity more than twice 
durirg the school year vvcis classified os a regular porticiparit. Students may 
hove participated in multiple activities without being classified as regular 
participants If no IrxlMdual activity was performed more than twice. 

^ Only students who had performed no community service by the tinne of 
the Interview were asked if they had plans to participate. The percentages 
were calculated based on students in school In grades 6-1 2. not just those 



who participated or planned to participate in community service. 

NOTE: Ungraded students or children who were home schooled were not 
included in this analysis. Details may not add to totals due to rounding. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education. Notional Center for Education 
Statistics. National Household Education Survey (NHES). 1 996 (Youth CMc 
Involvement Component). 
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Percentage of students in grades 6-1 2 who participated In community service: 1 996 



Total 
Gnde level 
6-8 
&-10 
11-12 

Any adult In the household who 
performs community service 
Yes 
No 



By selected student characteristics 
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By parents* highest education level 
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School required and arranged 
community service 

School only required 
community service 

School only arranged 
community service 

School did not require or 
arrange community service 



NOTH: Includes students In school In grades 6-1 2, not just those who 
participated or planned to participate In community service. For schools 
that required students to participate In community service, students must 
have completed the community service before graduation. 

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education 
Statistics, National Household Education Survey (NHES), 1996 (Youth Civic 
Involvement Component). 




This Indicator Is one of 60 from The Condition of Education 1998. It Is In 
the public domain and may be reproduced without permission. 
Suggested citation: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for 
Education Statistics, The Condition of Education 1998, NCES 1999-007. 
Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office. To obtain a copy of 
the full volume of The Condition of Education, contact ED Pubs at 
(877) 433-7827 (E-mail: edpubs@inet.ed.gov). The full Indicator and all 
supplemental tables pertaining to this Indicator may be viewed at 
http://nces.ed.gov/pubs98/condltion98/c9825a01.html. 
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